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Adler, David A.  Young Cam Jansen and the Speedy Car Mystery.  Viking, 2010. At her school’s Green Fair, Cam and her friends are learning to keep the earth green when a student’s remote controlled car goes missing!  Was it stolen? It's up to Cam and her photographic memory to figure it out! Series 

Applegate, Katherine.  Never Race a Runaway Pumpkin. HarperCollins, 2009. Roscoe is determined to guess the weight of a giant pumpkin in order to win books for his school library and candy for himself, but he is overwhelmed by superstitions, especially about a certain black kitten.  Series 

Archer, Peggy.  Name That Dog! Puppy Poems from A to Z.  Dial Books, 2010.  A collection of humorously illustrated poems about dogs, their names and their unique personalities. 

Barrows, Annie.  Ivy + Bean.  Chronicle Books, 2006.  When seven-year-old Bean plays a mean trick on her sister, she finds unexpected support for her antics from Ivy, the new neighbor, who is less boring than Bean first suspected. Series     

Beard, Alex.  The Jungle Grapevine.  Abrams Books, 2009.  Reminiscent of Chicken Little, this cleverly illustrated book demonstrates how rumors get started and quickly get out of hand. 

Bently, Peter. King Jack and the Dragon.  Dial Books for Young Readers.
Enhanced by whimsical illustrations, this story of the wonders and terrors created by a child’s imagination, shows the power of playtime and the magic of make-believe

Bishop, Nic. Nic Bishop Spiders. Scholastic, 2007. Includes foldout pages, photographs, and text providing basic information about various kinds of spiders. 

Brendler, Carol.  Winnie Finn, Worm Farmer.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2009. Zany and whimsical drawings bring this story about Winnie, the worm farmer, to life. Winnie needs a new wagon, so she looks for ways to win first prize at the county fair; however, there are no prizes for worm farmers. 

Burleigh, Robert.  One Giant Leap.  Philomel, 2009.  An illustrated retelling of Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin's lunar landing in 1969. 

Byars, Betsy.  Boo’s Dinosaur.  Holt, 2006.  When young Boo is followed home by a dinosaur that only she can see, it causes a bit of trouble for her older brother, Sammy. 

Chabon, Michael.  The Astonishing Secret of Awesome Man.  Balzer + Bray 2011. A young superhero describes his awesome powers, which he then demonstrates as various foes arrive on the scene. 

Chaconas, Dori.  Cork & Fuzz: The Swimming Lesson.  Viking, 2011.  Cork the muskrat wants his best friend Fuzz, a possum, to visit his home, but first he must teach Fuzz to swim and not be afraid of the water.  Series 

Cocca-Leffler, Maryann.  Princess K.I.M. and the Lie That Grew.  Whitman, 2009.  In an attempt to impress her new classmates, Kim lies about her name and claims that she comes from a royal family, but she gets herself into real trouble after her classmates beg to meet Kim's grandmother--the Queen. 

Collins, Ross.  Dear Vampa.  Katherine Tegen, 2009.  A young vampire writes a letter to his grandfather bemoaning his new neighbors. 

Cunnane, Kelly. Chirchir Is Singing. Schwartz & Wade Books. In this cumulative story set in Kenya, Chirchir sings as she tries to help with family chores.  Acrylic folk art highlights the activities of daily life in this rural setting. 

Daly, Cathleen. Prudence Wants a Pet. Illus. by Stephen Michael King. Roaring Brook Press. In this quietly humorous picture book illustrated in soft colors, Prudence tries out a branch, a twig, a shoe, her little brother, a tire, and sea buddies until her parents finally give her a kitten as a pet.

Davis, Jill.  Orangutans Are Ticklish: Fun Facts From an Animal Photographer. Schwartz & Wade, 2010.  Provides interesting facts about animals and explores what it takes to photograph them, with animal photographer Steve Grubman sharing some of his favorite, and scariest, encounters.   

DiCamillo, Kate.  Mercy Watson Thinks Like a Pig.  Candlewick, 2008.  Two sisters move in next door to where Mercy the pig lives and, frustrated when Mercy continues to eat their flowers, they decide to call for the help of an Animal Control Officer, Francine Poulet, to handle the case.  Series 

DiPucchio, Kelly S.  Grace for President.  Hyperion, 2008.  After finding out there has never been a female U.S. president, Grace decides to run in her school's mock election where she learns about the American electoral system and sets out to be the best person for the job even though her opponent, Thomas, seems to be winning all the boys' votes. 



Dotlich, Rebecca Kai.  Bella & Bean.  Atheneum, 2009.  When Bean constantly distracts her while she tries to write, Bella finds her poems taking unexpected and silly twists, until she realizes she has written a lovely, wonderful poem about her best friend. 

English, Karen. Nikki & Deja: Election Madness. Clarion, 2011. Deja, excited by the announcement that Carver School is going to elect its first ever student body president, is confident she can nab the third grade nomination with her best friend Nikki as her campaign manager; but her tendency to rush into things and boss people around alienates Nikki when she needs her the most. Series 

Ernst, Lisa Campbell. The Gingerbread Girl. Dutton, 2006.  After their first gingerbread disaster, the lonely old couple decides to bake again and create a gingerbread girl who proves herself to be one smart cookie. 

Florian, Douglas.  Comets, Stars, the Moon, and Mars.  Harcourt, 2007. A collection of twenty whimsical poems about comets, the stars, moon, and the planets.  

Fucile, Tony.  Let’s Do Nothing!  Candlewick, 2009.  Young friends Frankie and Sal, believing they have “done it all,” decide to do nothing for a while; but Frankie has a little trouble with the concept and it is not long before the boys realize there is no way to do nothing.  

Geras, Adele. Little Ballet Star. Dial Books, 2007. Every little girl dreams of becoming a ballet star and Tilly is no exception. In this story, Tilly visits her Aunt Gina behind-the-scenes of a real ballet. It is Tilly’s birthday, and she unexpectedly finds herself performing in front of a live audience.  

Gibson, Amy.  Around the World on Eighty Legs.  Scholastic, 2011.  An illustrated collection of poems that provides information about animals around the world. 

Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Flying Feet.  Wendy Lamb, 2011.  Charlie has always lived in his big brother’s shadow, so when the Zigzag center organizes a Come as a Character day, Charlie hopes it will be his chance to shine as he shows off his latest invention.  Series 

Grogan, John.  Bad Dog, Marley!  HarperCollins, 2007.  Marley, a rambunctious puppy, causes lots of trouble in his new home and feels very sad about it.  He then proves beyond a doubt that he is a valuable member of the household. 


Harper, Jessica.  Uh-Oh, Cleo.  Putnam’s, 2008.  What starts out as a perfectly ordinary day in the Small house turns into Stitches Saturday when Cleo gets a cut on the head after her twin brother, Jack, accidentally pulls down their toy house.  Series 

Henkes, Kevin. Little White Rabbit.  Greenwillow Books. Little white rabbit explores the springtime world wondering what it would be like to be different - green, tall, solid, or able to fly  - but when he comes home he knows who loves him.

Henkes, Kevin.  My Garden.  Greenwillow, 2010.  After helping her mother in the garden, a young girl imagines her dream garden which would include jelly bean bushes, chocolate rabbits, and tomatoes as big as beach balls. 

Hicks, Betty.  Goof-Off Goalie.  Roaring Brook, 2008.  Ten-year-old Goose is best at goofing off; but when he decides to become the goalie for their soccer team, his friend Henry sets up a practice schedule and enlists their other friends to help Goose improve his skills.  Series  

Hoberman, Mary Ann.  You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You: Very Short Fairy Tales to Read Together.  Little, Brown, 2004.  This title presents short retellings of familiar fairy tales, each told in two voices and designed especially for young children and adults to read together.  Series 

Hort, Lenny.  Did Dinosaurs Eat Pizza? Mysteries Science Hasn’t Solved.  Holt, 2006.  While much is known about dinosaur anatomy, behavior, and habitat, the author points out the many mysteries that remain to be answered about these extinct creatures. 

Howe, James. Houndsley and Catina: Plink and Plunk. Candlewick, 2009.  Houndsley likes canoeing and his friend Catina likes bicycling, but each has to help the other learn to enjoy these activities in order to do them together.  Series 

Intriago, Patricia. Dot. Farrar Straus Giroux. To a child’s delight, bright dots and brief rhyming verses cleverly demonstrate antonyms and synonyms in this clever picture book.

Jacobson, Jennifer.  Andy Shane: Hero at Last!  Candlewick , 2010.  Andy wants two things very much . . . to win the contest for the best decorated bicycle in the “Home Sweet Home parade” and to be a hero; but his best friend Dolores stands in the way of at least one goal. 

Johnston, Tony.  Levi Strauss Gets a Bright Idea: A Fairly Fabricated Story of a Pair of Pants.  Harcourt, 2011.  Re-tells, in tall-tale fashion, how Levi Strauss went to California during the Gold Rush, saw the need for a sturdier kind of pants, and invented jeans. 
 
Kaplan, Michael.  Betty Bunny Loves Chocolate Cake.  Dial Books, 2011.  From her first bite, young Betty Bunny likes chocolate cake so much that she claims she will marry it one day, and she has trouble learning to wait patiently until she can have her next taste. 
   
Keller, Laurie.  Do Unto Otters: A Book About Manners.  Holt, 2007.  Mr. Rabbit is worried that he might not get along with his new neighbors.  A wise owl gives him the advice "Do unto otters as you would have otters do unto you" and proceeds to explain what this means. 

Klassen, Jon. I Want My Hat Back.  Candlewick Press. After losing his hat, Bear politely and patiently questions his fellow forest dwellers as to the whereabouts of his “red pointy hat.” (A 2012 Geisel Honor Book)

Krensky, Stephen.  Milo the Really Big Bunny.  Simon & Schuster, 2006.  A misfit bunny finds out that the characteristic that makes him different helps the Easter Bunny save the day. 

Labatt, Mary.  Sam Gets Lost.  Kids Can Press, 2004.  Sam’s fun trip downtown turns scary after he hops out of the car and gets lost in the city.  Series  

LaMarche, Jim.  Lost and Found: Three Dog Stories.  Chronicle Books, 2009.  A compilation of three short stories that indeed prove there is a powerful connection between dogs and children. 

Larson, Kirby and Mary Nethery.  Two Bobbies: A True Story of Hurricane Katrina, Friendship, and Survival.  Walker, 2008.  Bobbi the dog and Bob Cat show us how friendship and perseverance kept them together through the rough times of Hurricane Katrina. 

Lasky, Kathryn.  Poodle and Hound.  Charlesbridge, 2009.  This book contains three stories which follow the adventures of Hound and Poodle as they discover how much they enjoy each other's company in spite of--or possibly because of--their differences.  Series 

Leedy, Loreen.  Missing Math: A Number Mystery.  Marshall Cavendish, 2008.  A numerical mystery ensues when the numbers all over town suddenly disappear, bringing a halt to everyday activities. 

Lester, Helen.  Tacky Goes to Camp.  Houghton Mifflin, 2009.  Tacky the penguin and his friends go to Camp Whoopihaha where they scare each other by telling ghost stories around the campfire, never expecting that one of the frightening stories will come true.  Series 

Lin, Grace.  Ling & Ting: Not Exactly the Same!  Little, Brown, 2010.  Ling and Ting are identical twins who people think are exactly the same, but time and again they prove to be different. 

Li-Qiong, Yu. A New Year's Reunion: A Chinese Story. Illus. by Zhu Cheng-Liang. Candlewick Press. Vibrant illustrations highlight a young girl’s joy when her father makes his annual visit for Chinese New Year in this tender story.

Lyon, George Ella. All the Water in the World.  Atheneum, 2011. An illustrated explanation of the water cycle, showing how water rises to the clouds and is rained back down again to be used by plants, people, and every living thing. 

Martin Jr., Bill. Ten Little Caterpillars. Illus. by Lois Ehlert. Beach Lane Books.
Ten different caterpillars inch their ways across vibrantly-illustrated environs in this newly-illustrated, rhyming story. Supplemental facts widen the book’s appeal and usefulness. Ehlert’s watercolor collages are remarkably entomologically accurate.

McDermott, Gerald. Jabuti the Tortoise: A Trickster Tale from the Amazon. Harcourt, 2001.   All the birds enjoy the song-like flute music of Jabuti, the tortoise, except Vulture who, jealous because he cannot sing, tricks Jabuti into riding on his back toward a festival planned by the King of Heaven. 

McDonald, Megan. Daisy Jane, Best-Ever Flower-Girl!  Random House, 2007.  Daisy Jane, who is thrilled to be the flower girl at her babysitter's wedding, helps save the day when a storm threatens the festivities. 

McDonald, Megan.  Stink and the Ultimate Thumb-Wrestling Smackdown.  Candlewick, 2011.  When Stink Moody gets a "U" (for "Unsatisfactory") in gym, he turns first to thumb-wrestling, then to karate, to give him a sporting edge.  Series 

McDonnell, Patrick. Me...Jane.  Little, Brown. Watching birds and squirrels in her yard, a young girl discovers the joy and wonder of nature. A glimpse of the childhood of renowned primatologist Jane Goodall. (A 2012 Caldecott Honor Book)

McElligott, Matthew.  The Lion’s Share.  Walker, 2009.  Ant is honored to receive an invitation to lion's annual dinner party, but she is shocked when the other guests behave rudely and then accuse her of thinking only of herself. 

McKissack, Patricia and Onawumi Jean Moss.  Precious and the Boo Hag. Atheneum, 2005.  Home alone with a stomach ache while the family works in the fields, a young girl faces up to the horrifying Boo Hag that her brother warned her about. 

Meisel, Paul See Me Run. Illus. by the author. Holiday House. Dogs and more dogs are everywhere: running, sliding, jumping, splashing, and having fun. (A 2012 Geisel Honor Book)

Messner, Kate. Over and Under the Snow. Illus. by Christopher Silas Neal. Chronicle Books. While skiing cross-country with her father, a girl envisions the “secret kingdom” under the snow, where small forest animals shelter in winter. Neal’s bright, snowy landscapes contrast with his depictions of shadowed, subterranean nests.

Munro, Roxie.  Hatch!  Marshall Cavendish, 2011.  Presents illustrations of various eggs with related clues, prompting readers to guess which type of bird laid the eggs. 
 
Numeroff, Laura and Nate Evans.  The Jellybeans and the Big Camp Kickoff. Abrams Books, 2011.  When four friends with different talents and abilities go to summer camp together, they use their strengths to make camp fun for all.  Series 

Ogburn, Jacqueline K. Little Treasures: Endearments from Around the World.  Houghton Mifflin. Raschka’s pictures give distinct personalities to the subjects of these endearments and the book is a reminder of how much children are loved in every language and culture. Translations and pronunciation guides are included.

Parish, Herman.  Amelia Bedelia’s First Field Trip.  Greenwillow, 2011.  Amelia Bedelia goes with her class to visit a farm, where her literal- mindedness causes confusion along with some laughs. 

Raczka, Bob.  Guyku: A Year of Haiku for Boys.  Houghton Mifflin, 2010.  A collection of haiku poetry for boys that features poems about tree climbing, kite flying, and other related topics. 

Raschka, Chris. A Ball for Daisy.  Schwartz & Wade Books. A wordless tale of an irrepressible little dog whose most prized possession is accidently destroyed. A buoyant tale of loss, recovery, and friendship. (2012 Caldecott Medal Book)

Recorvits, Helen.  Yoon and the Jade Bracelet.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008.  Although she really would have liked a jump rope for her birthday, Yoon is happy to receive a Korean picture book and a jade bracelet passed down from her grandmother; and when she wears the bracelet to school it seems as if her wish for a jump rope and a friend is about to come true. 

Reynolds, Peter.  The Dot.  Candlewick, 2003.  "Just make a mark and see where it takes you."  This sage advice, offered by her teacher, sets the young heroine on a journey of self-expression, artistic experimentation, and success. 

Ries, Lori.  Aggie gets lost.  Charlesbridge, 2011.  Ben is heartbroken when his puppy Aggie goes missing while the two are playing fetch in the park, but he is determined to find his pet.  Series 

Rocco, John  Blackout.  Disney/Hyperion Books. A summer power outage draws an urban family up to their building’s roof and then down to the street for an impromptu block party. (A 2012 Caldecott Honor Book)

Rylant, Cynthia.  Annie and Snowball and the Book Bugs Club.  Simon Spotlight, 2011.  Annie and Henry join the summer reading club at the library, and they vow to be "Book Bugs" for life.  Series 

Rylant, Cynthia.  Henry and Mudge and the Big Sleepover.  Simon & Schuster, 2006.  Henry and his dog Mudge are invited to a sleepover in Patrick's attic, where they watch monster movies, eat pizza, and enjoy a contest to determine whose dog is the best popcorn catcher.  Series  

Rylant, Cynthia. The High-Rise Private Eyes: The Case of the Desperate Duck. Greenwillow, 2005.  In this case, animal detectives Bunny and Jack help Mabel the duck find out who stole the sugar cubes from her tea room.  Series 

Sauer, Tammi.  Chicken Dance.  Sterling, 2009.  Marge and Lola set out to get tickets to the Elvis Poultry concert by winning a farmyard talent contest. What transpires is hilarious! 

Schachner, Judy.  Skippyjon Jones Class Action.  Dutton, 2011.  Skippyjon Jones, the Siamese cat that thinks he is a Chihuahua dog, is determined to attend dog obedience school.  Series 

Schneider, Josh. Tales for Very Picky Eaters. , Illus. by the author, Clarion Books. Five chapters recount James’ refusal to eat yet another disgusting, smelly, repulsive, lumpy, or slimy food. (2012 Geisel Medal Book)

Scieszka, Jon.  Robot Zot!  Simon & Schuster, 2009.  Big and bright robots advance and defeat their way through a wonderful yet familiar place. 

Scotton, Rob.  Splat the Cat.  HarperCollins, 2008.  Splat the Cat is nervous about his first day at cat school, but once he arrives he realizes he had nothing to worry about. 

Shannon, David.  Too Many Toys.  Blue Sky Press, 2008.  After he finally concedes that he has far too many toys, Spencer agrees to give many of them away; but he realizes that there is one special toy that he absolutely cannot part with. 

Sharmat, Marjorie Weinman and Mitchell Sharmat.  Nate the Great and the Hungry Book Club.  Delacorte, 2009.  Rosamond, who starts a book club, claims there is a monster on the loose that is ruining pages of her cookbook, which leads Nate the Great and his dog Sludge to investigate as undercover detectives. Series 

Shea, Susan A. Do You Know Which Ones Will Grow?  Blue Apple Books.
This book playfully challenges children’s concepts of the growth capacity of living vs. non-living things in a fun and engaging way.

Silverman, Erica.  Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa: Spring Babies.  Harcourt, 2010. Cowgirl Kate and her horse Cocoa watch over the new calves, a puppy, and some baby barn owls.  Series 

Smith, Lane. Grandpa Green.  Roaring Brook Press. Elaborate topiary sculptures give visual form to memories in a wildly fanciful garden tended by a child and his beloved great-grandfather. (A 2012 Caldecott Honor Book)

Stockdale, Susan. Bring on the Birds.  Peachtree. Rhyming couplets and clear, identifiable illustrations remind readers that birds vary in many ways, but all have feathers and are hatched from eggs. Colorful acrylics help provide just the right of information for preschool ornithologists.

Thomas, Shelley Moore. A Cold Winter’s Good Knight. Dutton, 2008.  The Good Knight must remind three little dragons to mind their manners when they arrive at the castle on the night of a fancy ball.  Series      


Vamos, Samantha R, The Cazuela that the Farm Maiden Stirred.
Charlesbridge.  Nothing is better than a delicious bowl of arroz con leche unless, of course, a host of farm animals have a hand in the preparation! (A 2012 Belpré Illustrator Honor Book)

Wild, Margaret. Harry and Hopper.  Feiwel & Friends. A poignant depiction of grief and acceptance at the loss of a beloved pet is relayed in this quietly moving story whose illustrations add emotional depth.

Willems, Mo. I Broke My Trunk.  Hyperion Books for Children.  Piggie is very concerned about his best friend, Gerald the Elephant, who has broken his trunk, and Gerald tells him a long, rambling story about how it happened. (A 2012 Geisel Honor Book)

Willems, Mo. Should I Share My Ice Cream?   Illus. by the author. Hyperion Books for Children. A common human problem is posed and solved with Willems’ minimal illustration and graceful humor.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Winter, Jeanette.  The Watcher: Jane Goodall’s Life with the Chimps.  Schwartz & Wade, 2011.  This picture book biography of Jane Goodall traces her life from her childhood passion for observing the natural world to her famous studies of chimpanzees in the wild. 

Woodson, Jacqueline.  Pecan Pie Baby.  Putnam’s, 2011.  Gia’s mother is expecting a baby.  While everyone else is excited, Gia worries that the “ding-dang baby” is going to change everything. 

Yee, Wong Herbert.  Mouse and Mole: A Winter Wonderland.  Houghton Mifflin, 2010.  Best friends Mouse and Mole enjoy playing in the snow with Sno-Mouse and Sno-Mole, two more best friends.  Series 

Zoehfeld, Kathleen Weidner. Did Dinosaurs Have Feathers?  HarperCollins, 2004.  This book discusses the discovery and analysis of Archaeopteryx, a feathered dinosaur, which may have been an ancestor of modern birds.
Adapted from Houston Area Independent Schools Library Network, 2012 Notable Children’s Books and other sources
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